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And many. more believed, . of 5 75 


his o word : and ſaid unto the 
Woman, Mom we believe, not becauſe 
of thy faying ; : for we have heard 
bim ourſelves, and hnow that this 15 
indeed the N the Saviour 9 the 
T world. 


| E LI GI 0 N, at leaſt the — 
of it, takes its riſe either from Au- 
_ thority or Experience. By Authority 
is meant the opinion and teſtimony 


of rs: : and by Experience the dictate of a 
man's own judgment, and the feelings of his 
own heart. Each of theſe principles or evi: 
dences of religion, if they may be ſo called. 
it is propoſed now to conſider ;/ to inquire. 9 — 
their Various. and proper uſe; 5 and by com- 
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paring them, to ſhew the preference which 


ſhould be given the latter before the former; 


and indeed the infinite importance, and in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity of it. To this deſign the 
words of our text very naturally lead us. 
Tux woman of Samaria, having it ſeems 
been converted by the preaching of Chriſt, 


haſtens away to her neighbours and acquaint- 


ance, and reporting to then what had hap- 


pened, intreats them to come immediately to 


hear him. The Samaritans fall in with her 
5 requeſt, and having themſelves heard the Sa- 


viour, are alfo converted and become his diſci- 
1 ples. Upon which they make the reflection 
in the text, © Now we believe, not becauſe of 


« thy ſaying; for we have heard him our- 


& ſelves, and know that this is indeed the 


« Chriſt, the Saviour of the world.” 5 3 


then we will briefly examine, 


FIRST, The report hich tis woman | 
makes to the Samaritans, and the attention 
they pay to it; which | is what oy be called 


N rue And, N 


SECONDLY, The effect of this; FEY 
beige Chriſt themſelves, and ſo becoming. 
lis Sifciples r is; 5 ee to . 
rience. 5 ee ON 
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Fis r, As to the report the woman of 
Samaria brought, it was in ſhort this: “ That 
having been to draw water at a well with- _ 
ee out the city, ſhe had there met with a 
very extraordinary perſon, a Jew ; that he 
* had entered into a long diſcourſe with 
eher, wherein, beſides the account he had 
« given her of the nature of religion, he had 
* made ſuch diſcoveries to her of the ſecrets 
« of her heart and life, as abundantly con- 
* vinced her that he was a prophet, yea no 
ve leſs a perſon than the Meffiah or Saviour 
who ſhould come; and that therefore ſhe 
_ <. earneſtly wiſhed they would immediately 
e go out of the town to him, as ſne made 
| - © no doubt but they would reap the ſame 
Ef ſalutary advantages from his inſtructions 
f Which ſhe had done.” Now the queſtion 
185 What regard did 1 it hots the Samaritans, 
in their circumſtances, to pay to this Rory? | if 
| To have treated it with ridicule and con- 
| 5 tempt would certainly have been moſt irra- 
tional, not to ſay rude and indecent; ſince 
| there. were many high probabilities of the 
| truth of it: and admitting it to have been 0 
true, it was manifeſtly an affair of the ut- 
moſt importance. And on the other hand, 20. 
] Have ſo reſted their ſaith on this woman's re- 
111 e ee e Pert, 
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port, as implicitly to have believed what ſhe 

ſaid, without making any farther inquiry into 
it, would have been a temper and conduct 
equally abſurd and dangerous: : nay it would 
have been in effect to defeat the very end for 
which ſhe brought them the ſtory. A ſum- 
mary view then, 


1. Or the probabilities of this N 
nary relation, will very well account for the 


attention they paid to it: and a view, 


2. Or the difficulties that attended it, ill 


ſafficiently juſtify their withholding a full aſl- 
ſent to it, till ſuch time as they had themſelves 
heard Chriſt, or had received the immediate 
and lively impreſſions of his grace on their | 
hearts. | 


1. Tue adele of the ſtory \ were very 


"As The woman they knew: ſhe was 


their acquaintance, their neighbour, and their 


friend. That ſhe had been at the well, and 
met with a Jew there, was not at all unlikely. 
That he was a prophet, yea the Meſſiah him 
ſelf, was not impoſſible; for he was expected 
about that time, and it was the opinion of 
many, whatever might be their national pre- 
judices, that he would come of the Jews. 
5 And moreover that he actually Was the Meſſiah, 


5 ſeemed a natural inference from what the 


woman 
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woman reported concerning him ; provided her 


| teſtimony was authentic, and might be de- 
pended upon. For tho' the pretended not 
that he had performed any external miracles; 
yet ſhe affirmed that he had done what was 
perhaps more extraordinary, that he had told 
« her all things that ever ſhe did.“ The. 
concluſion therefore was juſt and natural, that 
he was a prophet, yea more than a prophet, 
even Chriſt the Son of God: for who can 
penetrate into the hearts of men, and bring 
to light all the ſecret actions of their lives, but 
he who poſſeſſes divine knowledge and per- 
fection? And of the truth of the fact, that he 
did © tell her all things that ever ſhe had 
oa done, whence ſhe drew the inference, 
there was the higheſt probability, if not moral 
certainty. It was an affair in which ſhe was 
neither likely to be deceived herſelf, or to 


have any intent to deceive others. She muſt 


know whether this perſon did or did not re- 


veal to her what lay concealed in her breaſt : 


no great diſcernment was neceſſury to qua- 
lify her to become a proper witneſs of this. 
And that ſhe had no deſign to deceive ſeemed 
as evident: for ſhe could propoſe no advantage 


to herſelf by the impoſition, | but rather the 
16e 


. D v. 29. 


E 
reverſe; ſince in giving this teſtimony con- 
cerning Jeſus, ſhe reflected highly on her 
own innocence and virtue, and humbly ac- 
knowledged herſelf one of the chief of fin- 
ners. And then the manner of her relating 
the ſtory, the ſurprize, eagerneſs, and con- 
cern that appeared in her countenance, all ar- 

gued her fincerity. Nay what put it beyond 
any reaſonable diſpute, was her inviting them 


to come to the well to ſee him: for this was 


reſting the trial of her teſtimony upon the 
fulleſt and faireſt iſſue imaginable. Now 
theſe reflections, which the Samaritans could 
| hardly avoid making, muſt have rendered her 

ſtory highly probable. : 

War then was the proper uſe of it? 
Why, It prevented their treating her and the 
meſſage ſhe brought them with ridicule and 
contempt, Had there been no-marks of 
truth upon it, or however had there been no- : 
thing of importance in it, they would have 
been juſtified in turning their backs upon her, 
either as an idle filly woman, or as one who 
had framed a deſign to deceive. Bat the con- 
trary of this being the caſe, tho ſtill they 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have had their doubts, 
they were effectually ſecured from a trifling 
and indecent behaviour. „ 
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Tur probability of the ſtory was a reaſon ' 
alſo for their inquiring into it. And indeed it 


| was for this end that ſhe related! it. She did 
not deſire them to lay a greater ſtreſs upon 
her teſtimony, than it would moſt natu- 


rally and reaſonably bear, She did not 


wiſh them to believe that Jeſus was the 


Meffiah, and that his religion was true, be- 


| : cauſe ſhe ſaid ſo. All 1 wanted of them 


was, to go and converſe with him, and ſo to 


make trial for themſelves. And there was 
every thing in the report itſelf, the circum 
ſtances of it, and her manner of delivering 
. 0 provoke them to this. If the import- 
ance of any fact, if the probability of its be- 
ing true, and if friendſhip for the perſon who 
relates it, may be juſtly deemed ſufficient rea- 
ſons to fix our attention to any matter; ſuch 
reaſons were all of them ſubſiſting in the, pre- 


ſent caſe. It could not be denied that it was 


an important queſtion, whether this was the | 
„ Chriſt the Saviour of the world”; and if 
. he were ſo, whether a great deal did not de- 
? pend upon their knowing him, and believing 
in him. It could not be denied, as hath been 
| ſhewn already, that it was both a poſſible and 5 
a probable thing that Jeſus might be the per- 
ſon. Nox, could it be denied farther, that 


there 
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there was ſome decent Had due to her as a 
neighbour and a friend. If therefore their 
attention had not been excited by theſe means, 


nor they prevailed on to go and ſee Chriſt, 
and to hear what he had to ſay, they had moſt 


; certainly been culpable in a very high degree. 5 


AnD then again, when they had been and 


heard Chriſt, and felt the power of his grace 

upon their hearts, the declaration of this wo- 
man ſerved as a collateral evidence of the 
truth of the Chriſtian doctrine, and had a 


happy tendency to confirm their faith in Je- 


ſus as the Meſſiah. They could not but re- 
flect upon it with pleaſure, as the inſtrument 
of their converſion; and from a compariſon 
drawn between their Experience and hers, de- 
rive a farther proof of what they now firmly 
believed. Such then was the proper uſe, in 
the inſtance before us, of that Authority, which 


under the preſent circumſtances, might be 


- deemed human and traditional, Let us now 
on the other hand, 


2. CoNsi DpER the difficulties attending this = 


very extraordinary ſtory ; ; which might juſtify 
their withholding a full aſſent to it, till ſuch 
time as they had themſelves heard Chriſt,” or 
had felt the immediate influence of his grace 
on their hearts. Her report that ſhe had met 
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with Jeſus the Meſſiah at the well, tho' highly 
probable, and in her own apprehenſion un- 
queſtionably true ; yet to the Samaritans, who 


were at preſent only inquirers about the fact, 
could be but doubtful and uncertain. It was 


natural enough for them to reaſon thus with 
themſelves: © True, ſhe can hardly be ſup- 


« poſed to have framed this ſtory with a view | 


to impoſe upon us: Yet ſhe herſelf may 
© have been deceived ; her paſſions may have 


ec 


cc 


got the better of her judgment ; and while 


ſhe verily believes ſhe hath ſeen the Meſſiah, 
converſed with him, and been exalted to 
heaven by his diſcourſe, it may have been 
no more than an illuſion of the brain, or a 


violent ſally of imagination. . Beſides, we 
| have not yet had time to ſee the effect of 


<« this unuſual converſion, 1 in the general courſe 
: « of; her behaviour. Tis prudent therefore, 
„ at leaſt for a while, to ſuſpend our full 


= aſſent, and to wait for farther evidence from 


the diſcourſe of Jeſus himſelf; eſpecially as 
«ſhe tells us we have now 1 fair opportunity . 
« of ſeeing him with our own ch, and con- 
* verſing with him ſace to face.“ In this 1 

| reaſoning there was doubtleſs ſome force: not 


to ſay how natural it was for a depraved heart 


Wi, to 
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might tend to weaken her teſtimony. 


of real uſe to them. For ſuch a caution pre- 
vented their paying that regard to human Au- 
 thority, which was due only to divine. It ſe- 

cured them from the il] influence of a faith» | 
which as it would have been merely traditional, 
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to ſuggeſt many other dee ce which 


SupposinG then the Samaritans to Wk 
gone no farther than this, their doubts were 


ſo would have produced no valuable fruit in 


their hearts or lives; a faith which would have 
been ſubject to continual fluctuation and 
change; and in ſhort a faith which would 
have eſſentially injured them, by ſealing them 
up! in ignorance and ſloth, and inſpiring them 
with all the obſtinacy of ſelf-conceit, 1 
with all the inſolence of religious pride. From _ 1 
theſe evils, I ay, t this caution effeQually ſe- | 
cured them ; while at the ſame. time it diſpoſed 
them to wiſh earneſtly to come at the whole 
truth of the matter, And thus on the one hand, 
an aſſent to her teſtimony as far as it would go, 
Dh and on the other hand, an unwillingneſs to reſt. 
: their faith merely on her Authority, produced 
the happy effect which the hiſtory mentions. 
They cheerfully fell in with her invitation ; 
to Jeſus they came : his diſcourſe they heard: 
and, Fopvinced by his md reaſoning and 


vers 
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overpowered. by his divine perſusflof, they 
became his diſciples. Which leads me now, 


-SxconDLY, To conſider. the grand evi= 


Aang upon which their faith of the miſſion 
and doctrine of Chriſt was built: and that | 


was their o.] Experience. ! Now, ſay 
” they, we believe not. becauſe of thy ſay- 


« ing ; for we have heard him ourſelves, and 


* know that this is indeed the Chriſt, the „ 
<6 Saviour of the world. © op 


Tut matter of which bey were to make 


trial was what the woman had reported to 
them; that Jeſus was © the Meſſiah and the 
"08 Saviour of the world,” _ Gentiles as well as 
Jews; and that his doctrine was capable of pro- 
: ducing thoſe effects upon the minds of others, 
which ſhe affirmed it had produced on hers. 
Now as to the firſt of theſe; ſince Chriſt, it is 
probable, wrought no miracles in this place (for 


we have no account of any) the evidence of 


it muſt have reſted chiefly on the latter, the 
effects which they ſenſibly felt from his 
preaching on their own hearts. If Telus ©. 
then did indeed © tell them, as he had the 
woman, all things. t that ever they had done :” 
If he did; by the mighty energy of bis do- 
Aline upon their hearts, humble them for | 
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their ſins before God: If, whilſt they thus lay 


proſtrate at the feet of mercy, he did relieve 
them of their fears with the hope of pardon 
and ſalvation thro' his mediation and grace: 


If he did ſecretly and powerfully ſo impreſs | 


their minds with divine truths, as to excite in 


them an hatred of fin, a love of holineſs, a 


delight in God, and fervent aſpirations of 
foul after the pure and unmixed pleaſures of 
as heavenly world: If in one word, his 
preaching, accompanied with the all-com- 
manding influence of his grace, did beget in 
them principles of love and benevolence to- 
wards all around them, and eſpecially thoſe 
who were their fellow-heirs of eternal glory: 
If ſuch, I fay, were indeed the effects of his 
doctrine on their hearts, theſe effects muſt 
have furniſhed a clear and demonſtrable | 
proof, at leaft to themſelves, of the truth of 
what Jeſus had aſſerted, that he was © the 
« Chriſt the Saviour of the world.” The 
_ concluſion was ſo natural and neceſſary, that 


they could. not fail of inferring i it. The rea- 


ſoning muſt have touched all the inmoſt 
| ſprings of their ſouls, and with divine evi- 
dence have overpowered every poſlible doubt 
that could ariſe 1 in a their breaſts. 3.4 
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| Nom have we any room to queſtion, that 
ſuch were the happy fruits of this memora- 


ble diſcourſe our Saviour held with the Sama- 


ritans. On the contrary, as it is expreſſly 


ſaid, © They believed on him becauſe of his 


« own word;” ſo their behaviour towards 


divine glories, and charmed with that ful- 


neſs of grace which ran thro” the whole of 
his diſcourſe, they behave towards him with 
the utmoſt reverence and affection, earneſtly 
beſeeching him to tarry awhile with them, 
that they may reap farther benefit from his 
heavenly inſtructions, and may have an oppor- 
tunity to gratify the overflowings of their zeal | 
and love, by offering him in perſon ſome hum- 
ble tribute of unfeigned gratitude and chearful 
obedience. And then as to the woman, to 
whom under God they owed this happy Ex- 
perience, of which they n now found themſelves 


F 


Chriſt himſelf, and the manner in which 
they addreſs the woman, ſufficiently ſhew 
them to have been under the influence of 
that divine temper we have been deſcribing. 
As to Jeſus; if they had found what the 
woman had reported of him not to have been 
true, they would have been apt to have 
treated him with indifference, if not con- 
tempt. But inſtead of this, ſtruck with his 


* 


14 


poſſeſſed; with as lively and genuine ex- 
preſſions of confidence, admiration and : joy, 
do they addreſs her in the text! * Now we 


“ no longer believe for thy ſaying: That in- 


« deed we conſider as the firſt mean of our 
converſion, and acknowledge our obliga- 
tions to thy charity and love; but we have 
not, agreeably to thine own requeſt, reſted 
„ our faith there. We have heard him our- 
„ ſelves, and know that this is indeed the 


« Chriſt, the Saviour of the world,” O the 


inward ſatisfaction, the heavenly pleaſure 
they muſt have felt, while they thus poured 
out their hearts to the happy perſon, who firſt : 
brought them acquainted with Chriſt ! Every | ; 


word ſeems to have been ſpoken with an ener- 


= 29, which ſhewed them to be under a divine 
influence, and to © have drank into the ſame _ 


| ſpirit” which the woman herſelf expreſſed, 


"wn 5 left her water- pot, fled to the a” 7 


 « a man who told me all ings that ever I 
did: is not this the Chriſt ?” 


AND here we might compare the evi- | 
dence of Authority and Experience together, 
and ſhew in this inſtance particularly, the far 
ſuperior advantage of the latter to the for- 


mer 
J. 29. 


. 
g P HE, 
X Iz — CL eS 7 
3 
+= 9 


K .-< 
* . 3 A 
* _— ry e 
\ 


Lg 1 


mer. The teſtimony of the woman amounted 


to a probability; but this to a certainty. That 
excited their curioſity; but this gratified it. 


That put them upon the inquiry; but this 


poſſeſſed them of bleſſings more excellent than 


any they ſought, That left them for a time 
in ſuſpenſe a [aſpen diſagreeable indeed, 


yet uſeful and inſtructive; but this, whilſt 
it relieved them of their anxious doubts, ſet 


their hearts entirely at eaſe. What ſhall I 


ſay * ? That was at moſt only capable of draw- 


ing off their attention for a while from the 5 


things of ſenſe, and of laying a ſlender re- 
ſtraint upon their corrupt paſſions; but this 
fixed their hearts and defires to God, and de- 
termined them to purſuits truly noble and 
important. In one word, it produced in them 
the very oppoſite effects to thoſe juſt men- 
tioned of an hiſtorical and traditional faith, : 
Inſtead of making them thoughtleſs and in- 
dolent, it made them inquiſitive and diligent. = 
Inſtead of puffing them up with pride and 
conceit, it rendered them humble and teach- 
able. And inſtead of infuſing: into them a 
ſevere, uncharitable and perſecuting ſpirit, . 
inſpired them with the ſofter ſentiments of 
forbearance, humanity, and love. ER 


16 1 
Tuvs have we ſeen then, in the example 


of theſe Samaritans, what is the proper uſe 
of Authority and Experience in matters of re- 

gion. But of ſuch infinite importance is 
this argument to each of us, that it will 


be neceflary to inſiſt more largely upon it. 


We will now therefore, detaching ourſelves 
from the text, enter particularly into an ex- 


amination of theſe two principles, on one or ; 
other of which all religion, whether notional 


or real, is built. We begin then, 


FIRST, With Aurbority; ; by which it is meant 
: the opinion or teſtimony of uninſpired. and 
fallible men. Every one hath his connections 
with perſons to whom he is naturally diſpoſed | 
to pay a deference, eſpecially i in matters of re- 
ligion, either on account of his relation to 
them, or his friendſhip for them, or his preju- 


dices in favor of their ſuperior knowledge and 
piety. Now the being influenced or governed 


in our faith and profeſſion by the judgment and 


decifian of any ſuch perſons, 18 what we here 


| Intend by believing or acting upon Authority, 
We will ſuppoſe then that a parent, a friend, | 
| a miniſter, or any wiſe and good man, affirms 


to us ſuch important points as theſe: that the 


ſoul is immortal; that we are all in a guilty 


and depraved ſtate; that Jeſus the Son of God 
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35 the only Saviour of 'Faners j that b 
obedience and death are the conſiderations 


o Which God and men are reconciled. 


: that, in order to the enjoyment. of heaven 
our natures muſt be. renewed by the influ- To 
Ence of the bleſſed Spirit; and that repęn- | 
nunc and faith are neceſfary to ſalvation. 
We will ſuppoſe, 1. ſay, theſe or any other 
; points. in reli 


ion affirmed. to us by ſuch per- 
ſons as. undeniable. truths; . The queſtion 
is, what influence ſhould. their. judgment 


have upon gur minds? It will be readily 
anſwered in general,” that as it ſhould. yt 
on the one hand be conſidered as the rule 


r ground of our faith, ſo neither on the 


: 9 — ſhould it be rejected as wholly vain and 
uſeleſs. Extremes either way e are dangerous, = 
i may not thergfohe be Lan. ah A Here to 


point out, 


I. Tas important. 1 to which chis Bod 
of dutbority may and 1 to be lied, 


and, 


II. Tur 7 en hich "rely 


from. the abuſe. of it, that is, from an im- EO | 
plicit faith, or a neafelſion of religion. which 
We, its | Exiſtence to, 97 (yp. unde | m- 
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I. As to the N uſe 2 human i 
| * 8 


** * 


things herein we are ür Al uch 
time as we are capable of "inquiring into 
thera, 'or are poſſeſſed of any res xperivnce 
of their influence on our hearts. Ptide is 
one of the prevailing paffions of human 
8 Landre. whence it hc ae that Key M per- 


Were! a point of it, to eto in thi Aden of woe EE 
whom they 6ught' moſt to eſteem and re- 
vetence. They will think, I fhould rather 
ſay talk, differently from their parents; left 
1 they ſhould endüre the ignominious reflection 
| of believing as they believe. They will 
declare themſelves of a contrary judgment 
to this or the other wiſe and good man; that 
they r may not ſeem” to be overawed by his 
Aucbority. And they will quarrel \ with all 
about them; in order to get the reputation 
of thinking freely. "Whereas it may be, they | 


Have at the fame time no fixed ſentiments at 
all, and are void both of judgment and in- 

elination to determine * on any point 
: whatever. 
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Mie NO ſuch a candact is ty 
; abſurd and ie It is an affront tc to com- 


* 


thy 1 with how I Ib to FR con- 


nected? Or may I reaſonably hope to raiſe 


my character in the opinion of ſenſible men, 


by inſulting thoſe whom all are agreed 1 
dodught to reverence? No certainly: it is 

rather the direct way to expoſe me to their 
contempt. | On the other hand it is an argu- 


nt of good underſtanding, and I am ſure 


i ba dictate of nature, to lean to the judg- 


ment of thoſe whom Providence has made 


1 the guide of our youth, till ſuch time how- 
ever as We can give a reaſon for thinking 


and acting otherwiſe, If Abraham was wor- 


thy of commendation, for commanding : 
we his children and his houſchold after him 
* to keep the way of the Lord”; his children : 
'and houſehold were alſo worthy of com- 
mendation, for paying a due deference to . 
I Authority, Authority then i 14a ſufficient con- | 
fideration to withhold perſons from an abſo- Toy 
lute denial and an inſolent abuſe of the re- 


5 ee they 


are wighy? ll [ their judgments g 


— 9 19. 
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and conſciences 8 atriyed to, 2 maturity, 
which may lawfolly ive them a ſuperiority. 
to ſuch reſtraints, A d indeed. be the. man 

who he may, that prof ofes_ any matter to 
our conſideration which bas the appearance. 
of importance on it, he may reaſonably de- 
: mand fo much reſpedt f from us, as to ſuſpend 
all cenſure and contempt, till we have in- 
quired. into. it. The woman of Fe 
ds we have ſeen, was not inſulted by her 
: neighbours for t the extraordinary report ſhe 

brought them: nor. did they at once rejech 
it, even though it claſhed with their national 
; prejudices, and they knew not how Alf 
to b give credit t Wit. | 
1 ANQTHER, uſe of Authority i in religion i is 
N to awaken our ſerious concern about it, and 

to ut us upon a dilig gout examination of It, 

W en ſuch. matters as were juſt now men- | 
5 tioned are affirmed to us; the very face of 
importance that is upon them, the poſſibility | 

of their being true, the probability of it ari- 

fin ing from the juggment and practice of thoſe 
we efteem, and the very manner in which 

: we are addrefſed, are all of them juſt and i ; 
powerful motives to ſet us a thinking, and 
to put us u pon reading and prayer. The 

Ferna ans felt the force of this reaſoning ; j 
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L 21 
and why net we? Is there nothing ſeriou 
and ſolemn in the ſuppoſition that the ſoul is 
immortal, that it is ruined by fin, that Chriſt 
alone can reſtore it to the favor of God, 
and his Spirit alone form it for a better world 
that there is a future judgment, a heaven and 
a hell, and that without holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord? It is not impoſſible but 
theſe things may be true. Their being 
firmly believed and publickly profeſſed by 
many wiſe and good men, and their hav- 
ing a correſpondent influence on their hearts 
_ and lives, all are circumſtances which render 
them at leaſt in ſome degree probable. The 
cenarneſtneſs likewiſe and affection with which 5 
they are urged upon us, are an argument 
both of the ſincerity and good- will of thoſe 
_ who with us to believe. Now tho' none 5 
| of theſe conſiderations. are to determine our 
faith; yet right reaſon, our own intereſt, and 
the common obligations of humanity, affec- 
tion and gratitude, teach us that they are full 
ol argument to perſuade us to attention and re- 
flection. And as the circumſtances attending 7 
the teſtimony of others increaſe in their 
variety, weight and 1 importance; ; ſo: do dur 
obligations to conſideration incr eaſe likewiſe, 


= he be a Parent Ag 2 wi man, and Y 
a Jad 
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good man, and a dying man, whe: preffes 
| theſe truths upon us; if many ſuch perſons are 
agreed in doing ſo; if they do it in the moſt 
ſericus and affectionate manner; ; and if they 
repeat their admonitions again and again; 
; ſurely ſuch Authorities ou ght not to be rejected 
becauſe they are Authoritees 5 there is at leaſt 
ſome reaſon in them, and it is but fit they 
ſhould have their weight with us. To which 
it muſt be added, that tho' they infer no- 
thing with certainty as to the doctrine itlelf; 
yet if we believe a Providence, it ſeems natu- 
ral to conclude that by theſe means Providence 
is calling upon us to conſider. And it is a 
fact, that God is often pleaſed to make uſe of 


this kind of influence toawaken the conſciences 


of men, and ſo to open the way for the com- 
munication of ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings. 5 
Nor is ſuch a conduct at all unworthy of the 5 
divine wiſdom, or inconſiſtent with thoſe mea- | 
ſures of mm he commonly purſues, 
Once more, 788 
„ 3. AUTHORITY is ofconfiderable afe, when | 

we have ourſelves made trial of religion, to 
confirm our faith in it. That it is of jitſelf an 
Anſufficient and unwarrantable ground of faith 
is readily admitted ; nay it is not to be diſputed, 

| ee high ay of the wiſdom and piety ; 


Yet uy of 
7 * / 


al 
of thoſe, with 1 we are intimately con- 

nected, has too often an undue influence on 
our inquiries : after the truth. Bat fill, to him 
who has entered into the ſpirit of Alizion, 8 
and felt the mighty power of it upon his 
heart, it is a very ſtrong collateral evidence of 


the divinity of it. And ſuch an one will fiad 3 


himſelf at liberty to dwell frequently on this 
kind of teſtimony, and to derive the moſt 
agreeable ſatisfaction to himſelf from a con- 
templation of it, without ſuffering the leaſt 
injury thereby. If upon ſerious examination, 


and from what hath paſt in my own heart, it 


has clearly appeared to me, that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the appointed Saviour of fin- 
ners, and ſol have. been induced to commit 
my immortal intereſts into his hands, and to 
form my expectations of eternal life and hap- 
pineſs thro? his mediation and grace; it ſurely 


cannot but afford i me a ſenſible pleaſure to find . 


this and the other wiſe and good man think 

and act as 1 have done. . It muſt add firm- 
neſs to my faith, and | joy to my heart, to ſtand 
"oY by the dying bed of a Chriſtian friend, and to 
hear , him, in that trying hour, expreſs his 
lively. hope of a bleſſed immortality upon the 
generous and animating conſtitution of the 
everlaſting ee There is 5 ſompthing 10 
2 11 05 | k | 
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this kind of evidence peculiarly chearful and 
pleaſing, and which can hardly fail, and that 
upon the ſoundeſt principles of reaſon, to in- 
ſinuate itſelf into the mind and conſcience of 
a good man with the happieſt ſucceſs, | Nor 
is there the leaſt danger of its miſleading the 
judgment, or giving an improper bias to the 
mind of him, who has upon ſufficient evi- 
dence believed already. +. e 
vc then are the uſes to Which human 
| teſtimony reaſonably may, and moſt certainly 
dught to be e Let us now on the 


5 orher hand, 


11h; Chitvibin che e iat bit out of an 
mubel faith, or the reſting our opinion and 
profeſſion ' abſolutely and entirely upon the 
ſentence and deciſion of other men. 
Tuar the generality of mankind ate prone 
to ſuch a temper and conduct, no one who 
Has made any obſervation on the world can 
at all queſtion. | What vaſt numbers are there, 
who can give no reaſon why they are of this 
or that religion, except that it was derived to 
| them from their anceſtors ; or to ſay the beſt 
of it, that it is what wiſe and good men have 
affured them is true! Tho they have neither 5 
been at che N to think « beriouſſy about it 


*them- 


1 


( 25 ! 
themſelves, nor hath it had any falutary in- 
fluence upon their hearts and lives; yet they 
are abundantly confident of the divinity of it, 
and know not bow to admit a doubt to the 
contrary. And here it were an eaſy matter 
to point out the immediate cauſes of this fatal 
credulity, ſuch as ignorance, floth, and a 
Dight apprehenſion of the importance of di- 
vine things; all which are the deplorable ef- 
fects of the apoſtaſy of human nature. But 
it is rather our preſent buſineſs to repreſent 
the great evil and danger of it. And, 
1. Ir muſt be acknowledged, that a a faith 
| thus wholly taught by the precept of men is 
moſt abſurd, unſafe, and groundleſs. It i 18 
_poſlible indeed that what the unhappy man 
receives and profeſſes may be true: but he is 
poſſeſſed of no rational principle or conſidera- . 
tion to aſſure him it is ſo. He enters not 
into the thing itſelf; only infers the truth of 
it from the reverence, he hath ſome how or 
other contracted, for thoſe who affirm it. But 
is this a foundation ſufficient to ſupport fo - 
important a ſuperſtructure, as religion i is con- 
feſſed to be by every conſiderate perſon? Can 


I perſuade myſelf to think, that becauſe this | 


or that man is intitled to my eſteem on ac- 
count of his wiſdom and probity, therefore 
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1 am obliged to yield to his deciſions, in 
points of ſuch moment as affect my my ever- 


laſting intereſts? If this be a juſt way r 
reaſoning, then two principles which are 
directly oppoſite to each other, muſt both of 
them be true. For with the ſame reaſon | 
that one man takes up his religion on ſuch 
Autbority, another of a contrary religion may 
likewiſe. Whereas it is moſt evident, that 
nothing can make the wiſdom and learning 
of him to whom I thus ſubmit my conſcience, 

a ſufficient ground of my faith, unleſs I am 
aſſured he is infallible, Nor can his good- 
neſs be a warrantable motive with me to fol- 
low him in his profeſſion ; unleſs I can be 
morally ſure that he is what I take him to 
be, and that his goodneſs 1 is the fruit of his 
principles. So that you ſee ſuch a faith 


ſtands upon the moſt precarious and uncer- 


tain foundation: and however the object of it 


may happen to exiſt; yet the mind cannot be 
ſo ſatisfactorily aſſured of it, as to give it the 


force of a principle or ring of action. Which 
leads me to obſerve, | 


2. Tur a religion which owes its origin 


to Authority, muſt needs be ineffectual to 
2 any truly good and valuable purpoſes. It 
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not out of any reverence for him, but out of 


a ſervile dread or at beſt an undue affection 
for a fellow creature; and of conſequence the 
main end it propoſes, is to flatter the pride of 


men, and thereby to gain their favor and 


eſteem. So that, like rivers which empty 
themſelves again into the ſea whence they 
came, it returns back in every expreſſion | of 
it to this corrupt fountain, and is wholly ab- 
| ſorbed and loſt there. Surely then that which 
neither comes from God, nor hath any juſt | 
regard to him, can have no ground to expect 
bis approbation. | Nay it is as uſeleſs to our- 
ſelves, as it is unacceptable to God. That 
can never make men wiſe, which exiſts in pro- 
feſſion only, and not in the underſtanding: 
nor can a ſuperſtructure, which hath no 
foundation in conviction and evidence, be ever 


ſuppoſed to riſe by the aid of true wiſdom, or 


thence receive any acceſſion of ſtrength or or- 
nament to it. The heart is likewiſe very little 
benefited by it: for the powers of ſuch a faith 


are too feeble to maſter the inordinate defires 
and affeQions of the ſoul, and abſolutely in- 


_ ſufficient to afford any real pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction to it. And the leaſt reflection muſt _ 
convince every conſiderate man, that he who 
allumes the character of a Chriſtian upon 
6 E 2 er nn thelg 3 
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theſe principles, is not likely to maintain it 


any longer than cuſtom, prejudice, and in- 


tereſt are favorable to his profeſſion. With 
truth therefore may ſuch perſons ſay to their 
boaſted religion, as the Jews once profanely 


ſaid to God, “It is vain to ſerve thee, and 
What profit is it to keep thy ways?“ But 
5 the moſt important conſideration of all is, 


3. Tur this kind of faith is exceeding 


| hurtful and dangerous. If indeed neutrality 


or indifference in matters of religion were 
the only ill effect of it, it were more to be 
lamented than dreaded. But it is far other- L 
wiſe. Sad experience has in many inſtances 
| proved it to be a principle as operative as the 
faith of the real Chriſtian 5 with this material 


difference, that while the fruits of the one are 


grateful and falutary, thoſe of the other are 


| 
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moſt hurtful and poiſonous. Nay it is often. 


times of wild and luxuriant growth; like 
' noxious plants which uſually ſpread faſter 
and wider, than thoſe which are innocent and 
_ uſeful, Ignorance, obſtinacy, pride, and 
malevolence are the genuine and haſty pro- 
duct of it: and that not only when the 
things received and profeſſed are eſſentially 
falſe and erroneous, but even when they are 


— moſt true and ſcriptural. 


g Mal. iii, 14. 
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Here I might ſhew you this eddie ens - 


dulity, in all its ſad and dangerous proceſs on 
85 the heart. | Springing originally from Ignorance, | 
you eaſily ſee how it tends to increaſe and pro- 


mote it, by precluding all occafion for a dili- 


gent inquiry into the word of God, and a ſevere 
examination of the heart. For he who holds his 
religious principles, not upon the ſenſe and 
feeling of his own hreaſt, but purely upon the = 
Authority of others, conſiders himſelf as ex- 
cuſed, by their wiſdom, learning and i integrity, 
of all the painful anxiety of confideration. It is 
not his buſineſs to think and judge; but barely 
to pronounce. Thus every avenue to conviction 
; is cloſe ſhut and guarded; and the conſe- 
quence is the moſt confirmed obſtinacy and 
ſelf-conceit, And how eaſy the tranſition is 
from hence to pride and inſolence, the leaſt 
reflection will ſhew. For being fully ſatisfied 
that he is right, he begins inſenſibly to frame 
the like venerable idea of himſelf, as of thoſe 
from whom he has derived his faith. This 
puffs up his fooliſh heart with intolerable va- 


nity : whence of neceſſity procedes impatience 


of contradiction; which violently impels him 


to the gratification of the ſtill more fierce and 
diabolical paſſions of cruelty and revenge. 


Aud thus a religion, taken up purely upon 


the 
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luſts of their hearts, under the ſpecious pre- 


tence of exalted piety; and ſo does infinite 
diſhonor to the cauſe of real truth, and in the 
end brings the heavieſt weight of —_—_— 
en their own guilty heads. | 
Tur proper uſe of Authority, and the 
miſchiefs reſulting from an abuſe of it, having 
been thus briefly conſidered, we come 24 5 


SE C ON D . Y, To an examination of 
the other, and indeed the only ſufficient teſt 


of religion; and that is Experience. 


* Experience is meant the bringing a thing 
to the trial, in order to aſcertain the true 
nature and true value of it. So the Gold- 
ſmith tries his metals; to know their qua- 
lity, whether they have any alloy or baſe 
mixture in them; and to know their weight, 
whether they riſe to the right and current 
ſtandard. To this the words of the Apoſtle 
allude, where he ſpeaks of the trial 
of our faith being much more precious 
than of gold which periſheth.““ 


Expe- 


j 


rience 


a 4 x Pet. i. 7. dex , exploratio. 5 


the teſtimony of others, and out of an un- 
due regard to their Authority, almoſt neceſ- 
farily makes men worſe than they are by na- 
ture. It enables them ſecurely to indulge the 


* 
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rience therefore, when applied to the com- 
mon affairs of life, ſignifies a clear, full and 
ſenſible demonſtration of what we had before 
only a general, abſtracted and confuſed idea. 
In like manner when applied to religion, it 
intends the being rightly inſtructed in the 
knowledge of divine things, and the feeling 
their natural and genuine influence on our 
hearts and lives. In the former view of it, 
it reſpects more immediately the judgment: 
and ſo it ſtands directly oppoſed to the taking 
- things apon truſt, or merely on the credit of 
thoſe around us. The Samaritans believed 
not for the ſaying of the woman; but went 
themſelves and heard Jeſus, and ſo became 
ſatisfied that he was the Chriſt. And with- 
out doubt it is the indiſpenſable duty of every 
one, who would be honeſt and happy i in his 
profeſſion, to do as theſe primitive Chriſtians 
did, and to make diligent inquiry into the 
| things of God. „Search the Scriptures,” 
ſays our Saviour to the Jews*: and it is men- 
tioned to the honor of the Bereans, that as 
they received the word with all readineſs of 
mind, fo «© they ſearched the Scriptures 
For daily, whether the things which the Apoſtles 
preached were as they reported f. And the 


meeaſures 
1 89 Job. + Acts xvii. 11. 
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| meaſures by which the word of God directs 
us to purſue our inquiries, are founded in 
the trueſt reaſon; while they check that pride 
and forwardneſs, which are too apt to challenge 
a kind of evidence, which the nature of ſome 
truths will not admit of. But we are here 
conſidering Experience, not ſo much in refe- 
rence to the underſtanding and judgment, as 
to the temper of 'the heart and the conduct 
_ of the life. It will be neceſſary therefore, 
I. To inquire how it operates in this view 

of it, ſo as to furniſh a rational and ſatisfactory 

proof, in concurrence with Scripture, of the : 
oe truths of religion ; 3 


II. To ſhew wherein the faith whih 


"ts out of this ſort of evidence, differs 
from that which 1s built alone on human ; 
| 4 ty; and, e 
III. To point out the ſeveral ways, in which 5 


"0 this evidence may be abuſed or perverted. 


I. LeT vs inquire how Experience ope- 
rates, when conſidered as a practical principle, 
ſo as to furniſh a ſatisfactory and convincing = 


proof of the great truths of religion. 


Now there are many points, I am ſenſible, 1 b 


which are not in their own nature capable of 

: being reduced to this teſt, and ſo of furniſh- 

ing in this way an adequate . of their 
divinity. 


1 
3 
2 


11 


divinity. As for inſtance, the reſurrection 


of the body, tho' a doctrine clearly revealed 


in the word of God, yet has not ſuch an 
immediate connection with the inward ſenſe 
and feeling of the heart, otherw:ſe than that 
the contemplation of it yields pleaſure, as 


to be capable of being proved thereby. And 


this is perhaps the caſe, with reſpect to what 

may be called the circumſtantial parts of ſome 
other doctrines. But be that as it may, it is 
certain that many of the great principles of 


religion, whence others are very naturally to 


be inferred, do fo enter into the genius and 


ſpirit of a Chriſtian, and ſo interweave them 
ſelves with his moſt intimate Experience, as 


to demonſtrate to him himſelf their truth. Not 
to ſpeak here of the principles of mere natu- 
ral religion, of which every man hath ſuffi- 


cient teflimony in his own conſcience ; we 
will Juſt inſtance two particulars of revealed 


religion, in the firm belief of which the life 


of godlineſs conſiſts. And they are on the 
one hand, the guilt in which fin hath in- 


volved our natures ; and our reſtoration to the 


8 favor of God by 4he mediation of Chriſt : 
and on the other, the depravity of the human 
heart; and its renovation by the influence of 


the Holy ab Sy = 


— --x 


Tal 
1. As to \ the guilty ſtate to which he is 
reduced by fin, and his recovery by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Chriſtian can infer theſe 
truths, and that with the greateſt reaſon, 
from what hath paſſed in his own heart. 
Men do in- general acknowledge themſelves 
ſinners; tho' alas it is too evident, that they 
have only ſuperficial notions. of the evil na- 
ture and juſt demerit of ſin! But the good 
man confeſſes himſelf a ſinner, not merely 
upon the general principles that others do, 
no nor only upon the teſtimony of his Bible; 
but from a conviction of this matter, impreſſed 
in a lively and awakening manner upon his 
80 heart. Of his loſt and miſerable condition 
he has been made truly ſenſible. Sin he has 
beheld in its juſt colors, by the light of the 
pure and perfect law of God, and thro' the 
mirrour of the ſufferings of Chriſt his Son. 
Real grief and compunction of heart he hag 
endured on account of it: nay he has been 
geeply affected, as well with the diſingenuity ; 
| and baſ ſeneſs of ſin, as with an apprehenfion 
of the miſery and danger to which it has ex- 
poſed him. Now ſuch Experience ſerves as 
4 demonſtration to his own mind, of the truth 
of what Scripture ſo fully declares; “ that 
* the whole world is become guilty before 
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« God; that there is the deepeſt turpi ude it in 


« ſin; that the contagion hath ſpread itſelf 
cc thro” all our nature; that it neceſſarily ex- 


e poſes us to the diſpleaſure of a holy God; 


« and that no man can himſelf expiate the 


„ guilt of it“. And how much does this d 
kind of evidence differ from that of one, 


who takes up his notion of himſelf as a finner, : 
from a ſuperficial obſervation of his own con- 
duct, and from the general opinion which 


prevails, that all mankind have n way 


_ offended God! 


So again, as to his reſtoration to the favor 


of God by the obedience and ſacrifice of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The knowledge of this 
moſt intereſting truth, does not indeed ariſe out 


of any principle in nature, or any notices which 
reaſon could give. It is a ſcheme entirely of di- 


vine contrivance, and to Scripture we are wholly 
indebted for the diſcovery of it. But this pro- 
viſion of the grace of God being ſeaſonably 
applied to the deſponding and depraved heart, 
and ſo becoming on the one hand, an ef- 
fectual ſource of divine conſolation, and on 


the other, a powerful motive to chearful obe- 
dence ; there naturally ariſes out of ſuch Ex- 


ä Hberience, 


Pl, CXXX, 3. Rom. il. 23 ch. v. 12—ult, ch. 
vii. 13. . il. 19. 


perience; thus exactly fallin gin with the Scrip- 
ture account of it, a kind of atteſtation to the 
truth of this gtand doctrine of revealed reli- 
gion, that puts it with the good man himſelf 
beyond all doubt. It is now no longer with 
him a matter of mere ſpeculation or general re- 
port, that © the blood of Jeſus n the Son 
of God cleanſes from all ſin b: he knows 
ti,, he is ſenſible of it, and 99 8 N God the 
glory of it. With the Samaritans he ſays, 


feeling ſome what of the joy and gratitude = 


| that inſpired their breaſts, Now I believe, 
0 not becauſe of the ſaying of this or the 
7.0 other perſon ; I have heard myſelf, and 
„ know that this is the Chriſt, and that he 
ce js able to ſave them unto the uttermoſt 5 
< that come unto God by him.” And you 
 eafily ſee how very different the faith Which 
reſults from this Experience muſt be, from 
that of him who has no other reaſon to give 
why he believes Chriſt to be the Saviour of 
ſinners, than that it is the opinion and pro- 
feſſion of his friends and acquaintance. The 
difficulties this latter perſon hath to ſtruggle 
with, when his faith comes to be attacked by 
artful and deſigning men, are eaſily, and it 
| may. be added rationally, ſurmounted by the 


former. 
e d 1 John i. 7. Heb. vii, 25. 


[37-1] 


former. But we will go on, and apply the 
ſame reaſoning to the 
2. SECOND point juſt. now mentioned, the 
depravity of the human heart, and its renova= 
tion by the influence of the Holy Spirit. So 
numerous, and ſo ſtriking are the proofs of 
the general corruption of mankind, that one 
would wonder any perſon ſhould diſpute the 
fact. Some however there are who ſt down 
the moſt, if not all the ſerious Chriſtian la- 
ments, to the account of human frailty, or a 
kind of natural imperfection, which is in no 
wiſe to be accounted criminal, and which 


neceſſarily attends that rank of beings we are 


placed in. And others there are who, while 

they feebly acknowled get this univerſal defection 

4 wes God, are but little if at all affected with 8 
it. Now the man who is throughly ac- 
ene with himſelf, receives this ſad truth 


not merely upon the opinion of others, or 


even upon the teſtimony of Scripture itſelf, 
but upon the loud and faithful report of his 


- own conſcience. His religion hath led him 


into the ſecret chambers of his heart, and : 
fixed his attention to an infinite variety of 
* tranſactions there, which formerly paſſed 
. wholly unnoticed by him. And while he 


has juſtly ſtood amazed, not only at the 
C = — 


5.9 2 
apoſtaſy of his will in general, but at the 
| innumerable evil paſſions which he hath 
found obtruding themſelves upon almoſt all 
# his thoughts ; how naturally and with what 
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| unaffected humility has he fallen into the lan- 
| | guage of the Patriarch Job, © Lord, I am 
| « vile, what ſhall 1 anſwer thee? *”  Expe- 
| rience here is the counterpart of Scripture. | 
And as he cannot doubt of what he hath 


| fo ſenſibly felt, and which has been the oe- 


2 — — —ę-— — — ——— — — — 
—ñ— — S rr 
< — 


— — 


—— — — — 


AD ——— —e—d —ᷣ„-ꝛ¾—[—B 


—— —— ͤ ͤà—ͤ—ͤ— — 


— 


4 0 * 2 
— —  —— — 
— = I 


= ——— — 
— — 
— 


— 1 — 
= — ———— 


caſion of ſuch deep humiliation before God; 
ſo he cannot avoid yielding an entire aſſent = 
to what Scripture conformably to this his 
5 Experience has ſo amply declared; © that 
© whereas man was made upright, he 1s be- 
<« come otherwiſe by his own inventions; 
« that fin dwelleth i in him, yea that 1 in his 
* fleſh there is no good thing; and that thus 
<« all men have corrupted their way, and 
ce there is none good, no not one l.“ Nor 
can we fail of being ſtruck at firſt view with 
the difference, between an aſſent given upon 
ſuch evidence, and the feeble acknowledge- 


ment of one who is an utter ſtranger to him- 
5 ä 


* Tob xl. * Eccleſ. vii. 29. Rom. vii. 17, 18. 


ch. ii. 10, 11, 12. 


1 


- In like manner, the Scripture · doctrine of 
the influence and grace of the Bleſſed Spirit 
challenges the faith of a Chriſtian, in gh 
the fame way. A doctrine indeed it is, the 
diſcovery of which muſt have come from x 
Heaven, whence the bleſſing itſelf i is imme 
diately derived: for nothing i is there i in nature 
mw could aſſure us of ſo extraordinary: a bene 
fit at the hand of God. But admitting the 
happy fruits of a divine operation on the heart 
to have been in any degree felt and enjoyed, 
it is eaſy to imagine how this point, which 
before was only matter of ſpeculation, ſhould 
to ſuch a perſon become an article of firm 
belief. To argue, I acknowledge, from the 
effects to a ſuppoſed cauſe, where the manner 
of its operation, like that of the wind, is not 
1 —cxpable of a clear and adequate deſcription, 
may be thought at firſt view not ſo perfectly 
concluſive. But if the Chriſtian has felt 
ſuch diſpoſitions and affections excited i in his 
| breaſt towards God, as are of a moſt pure 
and chearful tendency, and which at the ſame 
time a firm perſuaſion of the degeneracy 3 
his own heart forbids him to aſcribe to him- 
ſelf; ſurely he is juſtified, upon the ſoundeſt 
= principles of reaſon, in tracing theſe ſtreams 
np to that divine ae whither his Bible leads 


kim: 


1 
bim: nor is it to be wondered that he is fully 
ſatisfied of what he is there ſo largely aſſured, 


E that religion is the wiſdom from above; 
that that which is ſpiritual is born of the 


«© Spirit; and that thoſe whom God hath 
e formed for himſelf are the temples in 
which the Holy Ghoſt condeſcends to 


< wer.” The prevalence therefore of 
5 vital godlineſs, tho' it will not enable a man 

to diſcuſs all the queſtions, which may - have . 
ariſen upon this ſublime and glorious doctrine; * 
will nevertheleſs fix an infinitely livelier im- 
preſſion of the truth of it upon the heart, 


than the moſt clear and poſitive deciſions of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of mon: - 


Havino thus illuſtrated what we mean 
by Experience, and ſhewn how it operates in 
becoming TY teſt of divine truths, we muſt 

Þ now, 

„ . little more dy. 

wherein the faith that ariſes out of this ſort | 


of evidence, differs from that which i is built 


alone on Authority; whence will be clearly 55 


ſeen both the utility and importance of it. 
And | : 


NG 7 As that 1 was fond to be molt abſurd, EY 


unſafe, and groundleſs; ſo this will appear 


= Jam, fl. 17. Joh. ili. 6. 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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upon reflection to be moſt rational, ſcriptural, 3 
and ſatisfaCtory. The faith, if it deſerve 


that name, which owes its origin merely to 


the opinion and judgment of Heber, is as 


we have ſeen, weak and inconcluſive; fince 
it is not evidence, properly ſpeaking, which 
in that caſe determines the man, but paſſi on 
and prejudice. For he does not believe be- 
cauſe, from the nature of the thing, or from 
the divine teſtimony concerning it, it appears 
clearly to him to be ſo; but becauſe another 
perſon, of whom he happens 1 to have a good 
opinion, roundly aſſerts it. So that his be- 
lief is ſuſpended entirely upon the credit of 
this other perſon: a kind of evidence this, 
which is by no means adapted to the nature . 
of what is believed. Facts indeed may, -and 
oftentimes can only, be proved by teſtimony. 
But ſurely the great things of religion do 
many of them require a different kind of 
proof. It is not a wiſe or good man's telling 
me that ſalvation is to be obtained alone thro” ö 
the mediation of Chriſt, that 1 is a ſufficient 
135 ground for my believing it. The doctrine is 
to be tried by other F e before it cati © 
be firmly and properly aſſented to. And 1 
aſk any reaſonable perſon, what meaſures = 
trial can be deviſed more juſt and natural, 
e 5 than 
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than thoſe of which we have been diſcourſing ? 


If a truth approves itſelf to'my underſtanding 


and judgment, and at the ſame time ſo touches 
the inmoſt ſprings of my heart, as to become 


a ſource of ſolid conſolation, and a motive 
to chearful obedience ; do I not upon the moſt 


rational grounds receive and embrace it? Nor 
is this faith leſs ſcriptural than it is reaſonable. 
For as the Apoſtles in their diſcourſes to 
Chriſtians themſelves, do every where appeal 
for the truth of the doctrine they taught, 
to the effects it had produced on their hearts 
and lives; ſo one of them expreſſly declares, 
that he who believeth on the Son of God 
„ hath the witneſs | in himſelf”, , that is, he 
5 hath ſuch a witneſs arifing out of the influ- 
ence of the Chriſtian doctrine on his heart, 
as abundantly warrants and confirms his faith. 
This ſort of evidence muſt alſo be perfectly 
ſatisfactory to a man's own mind; ſince it is 
the reſult of arguments the moſt plain and 
ſimple, and which require not a long train 
of deductions, to ſet it in a clear and con- 
vincing light. Perplexed reaſoning, tho? juſt, 72 
often leaves the mind i in doubt : but the force 
of this reaſoning. appears at firſt view, and 
is level to the meaneſt capacities, The 


* 
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te wayfaring man tho' fool cannot err heres! ' | 


And as the ſimplicity of this kind of evidence 


adds weight to it, and increaſes its reaſonable- 


neſs; ſo it ſhews that the moſt plain and illi- 


terate Chriſtian does not take things upon 


truſt, but has a ſufficient reaſon or ground 
for the hope that is in him. Again, 
2. A Firn warranted by ſuch evidence = 
as this will be effectual to the beſt and moſt 


important purpoſes. That which is taught 


by the precept of men ean never be accept- 

able to God: for as it is wholly deſtitute of 
any regard to him, ſo it is likewiſe abſolutely 
_ repugnant to his word, which in the ſtrongeſt 
terms forbids our * calling any man 5 5 
* on earth r. But that firm aſſent of the 
mind to the truth of religion which is the 


reſult of an experimental acquaintance with 
it, is highly pleaſing to God; as it owes its 


origin to the influence and grace of his Spirit, 


and tends to unite the affections to him. He 


who thus believes, believes with all the 
* heart 4; a phraſe which very happily ex- 
preſſes the intimate connection there is be- 


tween faith and Experience. 5 And of what 
uſe it is to the Chriſtian himſelf, in en, 
6 2 | 5 of 


„Ila. xxxv. 8. » Matt. xxill. 9, To. 5 


Acts vii, 37. Rom. x. 10. 


1 


5 of the great ends of religion, appears upon 
the very face of the argument. For it would 


be little better than a contradiction in terms, 


to ſuppoſe a man to be confirmed in his belief 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt from the pure and 


fſpiritual tendency of it, while his faith, aſſiſted 
by this evidence, has a quite different effect. 
If cherefore it be genuine, it cannot fail of 
perſuading him * to deny ungodlineſs and 


5 worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly 


and godlily in this preſent world.“ In 
like manner alſo, the efficacy of it to promote 5 
the inward peace and comfort of the mind, 
might with the ſame force of argument be 
clearly ſhewn. While we look at the great 
realities of religion with the eyes of other 
men, if I may fo expreſs myſelf, the effect 
will be very inconſiderable in regard of the 
natural fears of the heart. But believing for 


ourſelves, we ſhall be furniſhed with a cordial 


to refreſh our ſpirits, amidſt the many vi- 
eiſſitudes and troubles of human life to which 
we are ever liable. 
- Nox can we here overlook; thoſe i impor- 
tant fruits of a real Experience of religion, 
which ſtand directly oppoſed to the miſchiefs 
that were mentioned under a former head, 


55 


* Tit. li. 12. 


1 45 1 


as reſulting from Authority. If implicit faith 


tends to make men thoughtleſs and indolent ; 


the contrary muſt be the effect of believing 


upon evidence. Inſtead of ſhutting up every 


avenue to farther knowledge and conviction, 


it will burſt the bands of ignorance and pre- 


, judice, and inſpire the mind with a noble 

; freedom and vigor in the purſuit of divine 
truth; fo that, in the language of Scripture, 

= will follow on to know the- Lord. ” And 
as pride and confidence are ever inſeparably 
connected with a ſervile and ſlothful ſub- 

1 jection to human Autbority; ſo humility and 
ſelf-diffidence will ever be the ornament of a 
truly Chriſtian faith. Nor yet will this orna- 

ment be uſed as a veil to conceal a ſinful 

neutrality to the diſtinguiſhing glories of divine 
revelation : for as Experience is fruitful-of all 


lowlineſs and ſobriety of mind, ſo it begets 


likewiſe a ſteady. attachment to thoſe truths 
which give life and vigor to it. And little 
need be added to ſhew the happy influence 
of it, to ſubdue all that malevolence which 
ariſes out of mere ſpeculations i in religion, and 
which, in the habit of pious zeal, too often 
inſinuates itſelf into the hearts of men, and 


undermines thoſe FE: principles it would 


of 


* Hol, 77 3 


ſeem 
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; ſeem moſt concerned to maintain and defend: 
This © wiſdom that is from above is firſt 
> pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 


be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 


without partiality, and without 1 oof 
00 criſy.*, t.“ Once more, | 
J. ANoTHER commendation of this faiths 5 
which after what hath been faid, cannot fail 
to ſet its importance in the ſtrongeſt light is, 
that it will endure. What is held only upon 
the ſlender tenure of paſſion, ſpeculation, and, 
which is ſtill more uncertain and precarious, 
| a reverence for the opinion of others, a man 
is ever in danger of being deprived of: nay 
a zeal that has no other principles than theſe 
to ſupport it, however fair and promiſing its 
appearance may for a while be, will by and by | 
offer violence to itſelf, and bury the i imaginary "IE 
faith whence it ſprung in its own ruins. But 
this is not likely to be the fad iſſue of a faith, 
| which has laid hold upon the heart, has united 
the ſoul to God, and is become a principle of 
love and obedience. It is not every attack 
| that is made upon it, either by the ſubtle arts 
of unfair reaſoning on the one hand, or by 
the more terrifying threats of perſecution on 


the other, that will ſuccede to Its ruin. But, 


t Jam. in. 1 7. 


even 
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even tho it were in ſome particular inſtances 
to be ſo ſhaken by the ſudden blaſts of tempta- 
tion as to endanger its entire extirpation; yet 
the ſincere Chriſtian may aſſure himſelf, and 
that without being at liberty to draw thence 
any inference favorable to ſloth and preſump- 
tion, that it ſhall happily receive the ſupport 
of a power ſuperior to his own. For beſides 
the many promiſes to this effect in the word 
of God, he hath ſure ground there given him 
to believe, that the bleſſed Jeſus, even in his 
exalted ſtate, forgets not to uſe his intereſt 
| with the Father in behalf of all his real diſci- 


7 that their faith may not fail.” 9 7 
Axp now, the nature and uſe of Experience | 


in matters of religion having been egen. 
it is but reaſonable, 


III. Tu AT we ſhould be cautioned again = 


- the abuſe of it. 


 ABvsED indeed it cannot he: by him who i 


is really poſſeſſed of it, to any purpoſes mate-= _ 
rially hurtful and dangerous. Vet it is certain 
that men may ſubſtitute the reveries. of their 
dun diſtempered i imaginations in the room of 
real religion, and upon that foundation build 
notions abſurd in themſelves and of a fatal 


tendency. But as this abuſe of Experience 


does 
u Luke xxli. 32. Rom. vili. 34. ; 


. 1 


does by no means diſprove che reality of What 5 
we have been contending for; ſo neither! is 
it thence to be inferred, that Experience 1 is 


precarious and deluſive teſt of true faith. For 


a little reflection will enable a good man to 
| perceive a ſubſtantial difference, between the 
whims and tranſports of an enthuſiaſtic wind, 
and the ſober: exerciſes of genuine and ſpiri- 
tual religion. Nor is any one in danger of 


being led aſide by ſuch a deception, who 


makes a due uſe of that reaſon which God 
Has given him. For even ſuppoſing the violent : 
ſallies of natural paſſion were in themſelves 
h ſcarcely diftinguiſhable from the operations of 
divine grace on the heart; yet their ten- 
| dencies, and the actual fruits they produce 
in the courſe of a perſon's life, would clearly 


diſcover what they really are. And after all, 


nothing that paſſes in my own mind will au- 
thenticate a doctrine I may build upon ſuch 

a foundation, if that doctrine be manifeſtly 
repugnant to the word of God. While there- 
fore Experience is neceffary for the confirma- 
tion of my faith in the great principles of 5 

| religion, that Experience cannot miſlead me, 
if it really make my heart and life better, 
5 and if the * which are e confirmed 5 EN 


1 


it, are evidently conſonant with the ſacred 
Scriptures, 155 | 
Bur there are other wajs in which this 
triterion ot teſt of faith is capable of being 
perverted ; tho! with leſs real miſchief than 
in the former inſtance. Such is the caſe, 

when it is appliedt to certain poirits in religion, 


f which it is in its own nature an inſuffi- 


cient meaſure. This muſt be obvious to 
1 every conſiderate mind. Some truths, tho 
855 clearly laid down in the word of God, have 
not ſo intimate and immediate a connection 
with the feelings of the heart, as to be capable 
of being fully aſcertained thereby, A man 


may, for inſtance, with good reaſon be =—_ 


firmed in his faith of a future judgment, from 
a conſciouſneſs he feels in himſelf that he is 
an accountable creature ; yet it would be great 
weakneſs i in him thence to infer the ſeveral 
circumſtances. attending that ſolemn tranſ- 
action, which are however particularly de- 
ſcribed in Scripture. The nature therefore 
of the doctrine is firſt to be conſidered, be- 


fore we determine whether Experience be ca- 


pable of reflecting any light upon it. And 
then again, the uſe of this kind of evidence 
is greatly miſtaken, when we expect it ſhould 
have weight with other men to induce them 


1 30 3 

to believe. Religion is a perſonal, thing, an 

affair wherein none are concerned, but God 
and ourſelves. What therefore hath paſſed 
on the heart of one man can be no argument 
to convince another. To ſuppoſe it ſhould, 
| would be not only to reaſon very abſurdly, | 
but in effect to vacate the neceſlity of perſonal 
: Experience, and to eſtabliſh human Autho- 
rity in the room of it, the great evil of which 5 
has, I hope, been ſatisfactorily ſhewn. 5 
Tux ſum of the whole then is this: Au- 

| thority is of very rational and important uſe, 
to reſtrain the ignorant and thoughtleſs from | 


an abſolute denial and contemptuous treat- 1 5 


ment of religion; to awaken men to a ſerious : 
concern about. it; and, upon reflection, to 
confirm the real Chriſtian i in, his belief of 1 It- 
| But i it is abuſed, when we make j it the reaſon 
or ground of our- profeſſion: for a faith Ee: 
wholly built upon ſuch a principle i is moſt 
2 abſurd and unſcriptural, ineffectual | to any 
valuable purpoſes, and fruitful of the moſt . 
5 miſchievous and dangerous conſequences. Ex- 
perience on the other hand, that i 18 a perſonal 5 
and practical acquaintance with religion, which 
is clearly diſtinguiſhable from Enthuſiaſm and i 
paſſion, furniſhes a man himſelf with a ſuffi- Y 
cient t and fatisfaQtory evidence. of the truth of 
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it. 8o that a faith tried by this meaſure, and 


ſupported with this kind of proof, is moſt. 


rational and ſcriptural, is effectual to the beſt, 
and nobleſt — and wy en en- 


dure. 5 | | 
And. now whit remains, bug 4 we at- 


ternpt ſome brief improvement of theſe 


things! ? Let me then, 


I. ExPOSTULATE awhile with thoſe who 
| abſolutely reject: all Authority in matters of re- 
1] ligion, treating it even at the very firft view. 
1 with ridicule and contempt. Is this, let me 
RE aſk you, Sirs, a conduct to be vindicated even 


upon the common principles of reaſon, pru- 


dence and humanity? Would you not have 
| cenſured the Samaritans, had they thus be- 
| haved towards their neighbour, when with 
all appearance of ſincerity and friendſhip, ſhe 
came and told them what had happened to 
Her without the city, intreating them to make 
ſerious inquiry into it? What excuſe have 
| you then to offer for acting ſo difingenuous a 
part yourſelves ? Will you ſay that there is 
| little or no importance in the things reported 
to you? The reverſe of this appears upon 
the very face of the argument: and, however 
you may queſtion their reality, yet conſider- 


= __ the attention which has been paid to 
H 2 HS them, 
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them, by ſome at leaſt whoſe wiſdom as wen 
as probity is on all hands acknowledged, it 
can hardly be doubted that they are highly 
; probable, What then if in the iſſue they 
ſhould be found to be true? Will not your 
own conſciences reproach you for your wilful 
Contempt of them, amidſt the many awaken- 
ing calls given you to conſideration? Will 
not thoſe, who have charitably followed. the 
| example of this excellent woman, acquieſce in 
your condemnation ? Yea, will not the Sa- 
maritans themſelves be ſwift witneſſes againſt 
5 you, in the great day of the Lord? But even 
admitting it a poſſible thing, that the Chri- 
giian ſhould in the end be miſtaken ; yet me- 
thinks reflection and conſideration are a debt 
you can hardly in common decency refuſe to 
Pay to their friendſhip. whe. by the many 
| tears they ſhed over you,” alc "the many in- 
| treaties they pqur upon you, appear to have 
Four real intereſt / at heaft. Be perſuaded 
therefore to give /bem a hearing, who tell you 
they have been with Chriſt, and learned of 
2 him the way of ſalvation: nor let it be ſaid 
[|] that the Saviour has by his Goſpel come into 
. your very neighbourhood, and that you have 
treated thoſe who brought you the news of 
3M it with ingratitude and abuſe, = [ye 
ll | | 2. Wnar- 
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2. WHATEVER be the regard you pay to 
Authority, yet if your religion has no other 
foundation than this, it will prove a vain and 


uſeleſs ſpeculation. To have enjoyed the in- 


ſtructions of wiſe and good men, and of pious | 
and affectionate. parents, is your mercy ; and 
vou do well to allow ſuch influence all that 
weight with you which it juſtly deſerves : 
but if your faith is to be traced to no higher 
origin--to no purer ſource than this, what ſatiſ- 
factory aſſurance have you, that the principles 
you thus profeſs to believe are not falſe and 
groundleſs? Or, ſhould they be true, yet 
will the feeble aſſent you yield to them make 
ou either happier or better? Or admitting 
that this your aſſent, thro your undue reve- 
rence for others, has acquired a degree of 
confidence ; yet will it, think you, afford ſolid 


ſatisfaction v3 yo 


. chat you have believed for 
the ſaying of this t that 


Chriſt ? But it may be 


ur minds, when on the verge 


perſon ; while you 
remain conſcious, that you have not yourſelves : 
heard Jeſus, and ſo learned that he is the 
e, you have been buſily 5 
played in ſpeculations on matters of reli- 
gion; whence you have collected what may 5 

be called a juſtneſs of ſentiment or opinion. 
5 5 Still give me leaye to aſk you, of what ill 
2 will 
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will your notions. be, however juſt ity them- 
ſelves, if they have taken no hold on your 

hearts? Tho! the Samaritans had exhauſted 
all their ſkill in curious inquiries, and had 
even proceded ſo far, as to propagate with 
ſome appearance of zeal; the ſtorythe woman 
told them; yet if they had not themſelves 
gone out of the city to ſee Chriſt, and had 
not brought forth the fruits of love and obe- 
dience in their lives, their faith would have 
been juſtly queſtionable by all around them. 
Reſt not therefore in any thing ſhort of a real 


5 Experience of religion. This, and this only, 3 
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will give life and vigor to your profeſſion; in- 
ſpire your hearts with a noble reſolution, 
| amidſt the attacks of infidelity and tempta- 
tion; render the path of duty, in ſome de- 
5 gree at leaſt, eaſy and pleaſant; and yield 
you ſubſtantial comfort in that tremendous 
hour, when all the feeble ſupports Authority 
can afford, will fink under the ruins of diſ- 
ſolving nature. May the good Spirit of God 
poſſeſs you of this divine bleſſing; to whoſe 
almighty influence. and grace we therefore 
_ humbly and fervently commend you'l. To 
_ conclude, | 
3. Howgreatis your e Chrifizns, 
who have not only taſted of the diſtant ſtreams 
of” 


EC 
of religion, as they have flowed down to you 
thro' the teſtimony. and Experience of others; 


5 but have alſo drank at the fountain of divine 
knowledge and conſolation |- + You! have be- 
lieved, not for the ſaying of other men; but 


have yourſelves heard Jeſus, and Waden that 


he is the Chriſt the Saviour of the world. By 
the light of his inſtructions, accompanied 
with the influence of his Spirit, you have 
ſeen your miſery and danger, and the ſuffi- 
cCiency and ſuitableneſs of the remedy. which : 
almighty grace has provided. And whilſt 


you have committed your immortal intereſts 


into the hands of Chriſt as. your Saviour; 3 | 
from a ſenſe of duty and gratitude, you have 
yielded yourſelves to his government as your 
king. Give God the glory of all your hopes. 
* Rejoice in Chriſt, by whom you have ac- 
„ ceſs by faith into the grace wherein vou 
9 55 ſtand *. Having taſted that the Lord is 
« gracious, deſire earneſtly the fincere milk 
« of the word, that you may grow thereby?“ 
Uſe the means which God has appointed for 
confirming. your faith, and enlarging your 
Experience ; at the ſame time imploring that 
influence from above, which can only render 
them effectual. Be cautious that you mingle 


not 
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not your own conceits with the ſober erer · 
ciſes of real religion. And tho vou! are ſe 1 
ſible that O happy Experien of 


may be: poſſeſſed, can have ſufßeient — 
convince others; let it nevertheleſs be your 
0 conſtant concern, by the purity 5 your lives, 
to oblige them to take knowle ä 
that you have been with Jeſus*.” In one 
word; amidſt all the painful exerciſes which 8 
may attend the diſcipline of the heart, in your 
way thro' this world, be comforted with the 
animating . proſpect. of that bliſs and glory, 
which ſhall be the certain and joyful iſſue of 
ſuch Experience, in the realms of light and 
i 8 above. 
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